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«...A summit meeting between two worlds, two mu-
sical universes, which emerge to become one, totally 

bewitching.
A superb musical discovery.»
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(FR)fff whe like a lot
«…Between two outbreaks of fever, they all find them-
selves in the corner of a Berber fire, in the psychedelic 

vastness of the desert. The richness of these atmos-
pheres makes all the salt of the record.»
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«The exhilarating quartet thus brought together of-
fers moments of pure, euphoric discovery. Splendid»

(FR)
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Coup de cœur ♥
«Shock of trance music and psychedelic jazz, like 
the great Californian rock bands who listened to 

John Coltrane and Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan as much 
as Chuck Berry.»

(FR)

La Gazette Bleue d'Action Jazz 3

EDITO >   

Edito
Bonjour à tous ! C’est déjà la rentrée, et pour se remémorer 
quelques bons moments de l’été, voici notre Gazette de sep-
tembre, le n° 36, comme l’année des congés payés ! 

Pleine à ras bords de cartes postales musicales de juillet et août. 
Il a fait très chaud et l’ombre de quelques jardins ombragés fut la 
bienvenue. Et, coïncidence, nous ouvrons ce numéro avec Julien 
Dubois, professeur émérite au Conservatoire Jacques Thibaud de 
Bordeaux, brillant saxophoniste, qui a bien voulu nous accorder un 
passionnant entretien, et nous parler entre autre de son nouveau 
projet intitulé, devinez comment ? “Le JarDin” ! 

Les festivals ont été légion en Nouvelle-Aquitaine, et même 
au-delà, ayant chacun plusieurs éditions à leur actif. Les pro-
grammations sont riches, passionnées et courageuses. Nous 
revenons ainsi sur le Festival des Rives et des Notes (Oloron), sur 
les 30 ans des 24 heures du Swing (Monségur), sur le Festival 
Guitaralde (Hendaye), sur celui de Musica’Lagos (Lagos), sur le 
Festival MNOP en Périgord, sur l’Andernos Jazz Festival, sur celui 
de Respire Jazz (Abbaye de Puypéroux). Nous étions enfin à San 
Sebastian pour le John Zorn Bagatelles Marathon, et au Festival 
Jazz au Phare (Île de Ré). Certains festivals sont aussi évoqués sur 
le blog d’Actionjazz.fr. 

Retrouvez nos chroniques de disques, notre playlist, la page  
“Les lieux du jazz” et les affiches des concerts et festivals à venir, 
ils sont là pour égayer votre reprise, alors venez nombreux ! 

N’oubliez pas enfin de consulter l’agenda des concerts de la ré-
gion sur actionjazz.fr, où vous pouvez également vous inscrire à 
la newsletter et adhérer à notre association, reconnue d’intérêt 
général. 

Nous vous souhaitons une bonne rentrée, de belles émotions  
musicales, et de bonnes lectures !

LA GAZETTE QUI ÉCRIT
LES DERNIERS CRIS DU

JAZZ EN NOUVELLE  

                   AQUITAINE

Président  
Alain Piarou
Directeur de la publication  
Alain Pelletier
Rédacteur en chef  
Dominique Poublan (alias Dom Imonk)
Conception et graphisme 
Alain Pelletier 
Rédaction 
Dominique Legeay, Dom Imonk,  
Philippe Desmond, Frédéric Aribit, 
Solange Lamarque, Jean-Michel Colin, 
Ivan Denis Cormier, Anne Maurellet, 
Vince, Carlos Olivera, Alain Flèche.
Photos  
Alain Dupuy, Claude Periez, Patrick 
Peyroutet, Jean-Michel Ducasse,  
Alain Pelletier, Kiswing33, Alain Forge-
ront, Stéphane Colin, Philippe Marzat, 
Vince, Jean Michel Coureau, Philippe 
Dufour, A.Cartier, DR.

Vous aimez le jazz  
et vous avez envie  
de soutenir les actions  
de l’association :
Dynamiser et soutenir la scène jazz  
en Nouvelle Aquitaine

Sensibiliser un plus large public  
au jazz et aux musiques improvisées 

Tisser un réseau avec les jeunes musiciens,  
les clubs de jazz, les festivals, les producteurs 
et la presse.

Adhérez en vous inscrivant  
sur www.actionjazz, vous serez abonné  
gratuitement au webzine 

La Gazette Bleue
Toute l’actualité du jazz en Nouvelle Aqui-
taine :  
interviews, portraits, chroniques, agenda... 

au Blog Bleu blog.actionjazz.fr

... et des places de concerts à gagner  

tout au long de l’année !

Jazzistiquement
Dominique Poublan (alias Dom Imonk)
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«The Magic Spirit Quartet is obviously one of those bushy, 
Dionysian albums. In fact, it sounds even more like it’s 
doubly part of them. Because in addition to the intense 
spiritual trip to which it invites, it also and above all 

presents itself as a transcontinental alliance between the 
North Africa of the Gnawas and the boreal Europe of the 

Scandinavians.
... Everything that the Magic Spirit Quartet convokes 

as spirits: the psychedelicism of the Doors (incredible –
Hassania-), the afro-futurism of Sun Ra (the bewitching 

solo of Moog’s no less bewitching -Chahia Taiba-), the 
afrobeat of Fela (magnificently mixed with Gnawa 

lines on -Mrhaba-) or the spiritual jazz a la Pharoah 
Sanders on the unbelievable opening track, -Aicha-, 

(twelve minutes which alone justify the purchase of this 
record)»...

(FR)

https://www.le-grigri.com/disques/2020/4/6/majid-bekkas-magicspiritquarte
t?fbclid=IwAR190k1muJ9w988aPuRhmg3dazvf6XrEtqTDGNlsUl47LCfcqi7TOq5NNAQ
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«A masterpiece ...»

Banzzaï – La playlist de Nathalie Piolé – 13.02.20 – Magic Spirit Quartet : Bania
https://www.francemusique.fr/emissions/banzzai/en-route-marva-w-taylor-paul-lay-karim-ziad-george-bensonsonny-clark-and-more-80619

Banzzaï – La playlist de Nathalie Piolé – 25.02.20 - Magic Spirit Quartet : Annabi
https://www.francemusique.fr/emissions/banzzai/tout-peut-arriver-perrine-mansuy-chet-baker-ahmad-jamalmomo-wandel-soumah-and-more-81054

«Stunning quartet ... an explosive mix, one of our 
favorites of the beginning of the year ... »

(FR)
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*2020 Albums Selection

http://www.musiclodge.fr/2020/02/les-albums-de-2020.html

(FR)
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Action Jazz – Gazette Bleue

(FR)

* Playlist Selection
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(FR)
« ...projecting the listener into a second state 

that he will never really leave during the whole 
album! «



Rivageautre

(FR)

https://www.rythmes-croises.org/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/
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(FR)
Coup de Cœur ♥

https://www.gibert.com/magic-spirit-quartet-11574653.html
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(FR)
Best of !
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(FR)

https://www.fip.fr/emissions/club-jazzafip/club-jazzafip-du-dimanche-26-janvier-2020-17453
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(BE)Around jazz, some gems...
«Of spirit and magic, it will always be about that 

with this cd. It will carry you very high, between secu-
lar traditions and hypnotic ambient jazz, like a long 
flight of notes in the circle of a whirling dervish ...»
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(BE)

«The fusion between African Gnawa music and 
northern European jazz works wonderfully»

https://www.rootstime.be/index.html?http://www.rootstime.be/CD%20REVIEUW/2020/FEB1/CD26.html
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(CH)

«Sounds and rhythms that are both funky and 
spherical merge into a breathtaking world jazz 

trance. A magical experience»

https://www.eine-welt.ch/fr/2020/edition-3/service?highlight=magic%20spirit%20quartet
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 http://djolo.net/magic-spirit-quartet-majid-bekkas-entre-transe/?fbclid=IwAR2dmwSYhnI9nRDysTYJ3AOivo6U7HJ5s409f3WCnD-9ya0Co05Kz5fLVE

(TG)"It's beautiful, hypnotic and intense... don't miss this 
moment ! "
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(JP)

« Magic euphoria ! True trance music created by an 
unexpected meeting of the Gnawa of North Africa 

and Scandinavian Jazz »

https://musica-terra.com/2020/03/30/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet
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5*****

« ... Pure alchemy where everything is transformed 
into an eclectic whole.»

Stereo

(DE)
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Music : 4****/5
Sound : 4****/5

«...This music draws its extra charm from the cool 
Scandinavian detachment that blends in with 

African mysticism.»
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5*****
«...An exciting mix of charismatic vocals, polyrhythmic 
afrobeats, electronic jazz rock and Moroccan grooves. 

Just listen to the first track of twelve and a half minutes 
«Aïcha».»

In Music

(DE)
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*Album of the week

«This quartet succeeds with ecstasy the incredible 
balance between Nordic jazz and Gnawa songs, oud, 

guembri and synthesizers, powerful improvisations and 
gentle melodies.»

(DE)
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«The continents, the eras, the sounds, 
everything blends into one wonderful whole.»

Good Times

(DE)



Rivageautre

 

                                 
Auenstraße 47   I   D - 80469 München   I   Tel. 089 / 72 94 92 0   I   Fax 089 / 72 94 92 11   I   www.actmusic.com 

Jazz thing (DE) 
February / March 2020 

 
 
 
 

«An unusual combination remarkably harmonious. An 
intertwining of sound cultures - exigent, elegant and 

careful to find a common basis for diversity - open and 
without préjugés...»

Jazz thing

(DE)
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«The Magic Spirit Quartet impresses with an organic, 
cloudless overall sound with harmonious balance and 
communication. A most successful collaboration and 

fusion»

Jazzpodium

(DE)
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«... when the Moroccan singer and instrumentalist 
Majid Bekkas, meets three Scandinavians within 

the Magic Spirit Quartet, who also transcend 
stylistic boundaries, we can speak here of a successful 

collaboration»

(DE)
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*Playlist selection June 2020

(DE)

https://www.lufthansa-inflightentertainment.com/en/audio/details/3729
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5*****/6
«...an unparalleled reunion for this gnawa crossover, 
certainly one of the most fertile I’ve heard in many 
years. Yes, I am tempted to go back 29 years when 

the Moroccan Hassan Hakmoun, based in the USA, 
joined forces with trumpet player Don Cherry 
and percussionist Adam Rudolph to create the 
revolutionary work ‘’Gift Of The Gnawa’’.»

(DK)
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«The potential to win this year’s Intercontinental 
Jazz Recording Award. Or perhaps simply, the 
Intercontinental Record Award of the Year. »

(DK)

https://jazznyt.blogspot.com/2020/07/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet-act.html?fbclid=IwAR1DkLSFSl8Cw3YleMvNUIcrMtZnJdyZlTZLVw13PZCTzoWmoachUfSoFkg
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4,5/5
«Atmospheric soundscapes, desert songs that breathe and 

grow organically. A powerful record.»

Concerto

(AT)
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«A meeting of two worlds, hypnotic Moroccan music 
and sophisticated Scandinavian jazz, at once virtuoso, 

psychedelically varied and ambient.»

(AT)

https://www.agora.at/news/detail/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet
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5/5*****
«An aura of trance has spread so much throughout the 
band that it’s difficult to distinguish between ‘southern’ 
and ‘northern’ sounds because the weaving of the sounds 
has been so well integrated. Whether it is the dialogues 
of Bekkas’ deep voice and Kajfeš’ radiant trumpet, or 
whether the narration is led by the whole quartet - an 
unusual aura emanates from this musical alchemy».

Audio.com

(PL)
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«The traditional jazz instruments (trumpet, piano, 
percussion) create, with the voice

mystical and the exotic sound of guembri, a musical 
bridge between North Africa and Scandinavia, 

reflecting the spirit of 21st century multicultural jazz.»

https://longplayrecenzje.blogspot.com/2020/02/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet-2020.html?fbclid=IwAR0M1scMoBlE0ORe7_qCOLNl_idDlRSx2Vig_dpr0c2Q1--tCvlvDTKgM88#more

(PL)
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*Best of 2020 
«I fell on this album by chance and it’s possible that this is 

one of the most important this year.
This is an album I warmly recommend not only to fans of 
jazz atmospheres or lovers of world music, but also to fans 

of psychedelic folk-rock, of which there is no shortage here.»

(PL)

https://muzycznyzbawicielswiata.blogspot.com/2020/04/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet-2020.html
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(SE)
Coup de Cœur ♥

«Magic Spirit Quartet is made up of four truly original 
musicians at different points of

who have created a hybrid music that is certainly 
distinctive, and just released in January, the album is 
already considered one of the best albums of 2020.»
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Orkesterjournalen

(SE)
«All in subtlety as in the delightful ballad

«Annabi» where Kajfeš exhorts Don Cherry’s spirit 
by the delicacy of his playing.»
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Live at UMEÅ Jazz Festival – 25.10.19
«...Together, they are four dynamites, to start this early 

evening, the organizers had set the bar very high.»

(SE)
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«The Magic Spirit Quartet truly embarked us on a unique 
and euphoric experience. »

(SE)

https://fulafulaord.blogspot.com/2020/03/konsertrecension-magic-spirit-quartet.html
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https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/1529094
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«An exhilarating alchemy!
The name of the band, which is also the title of the 

album, perfectly reflects its content.
A fascinating combination of the mysticism of Gnawa 
trance and Scandinavian psychedelic jazz rock. Two 

seemingly distant worlds which, thanks to the talents of a 
Moroccan, two Swedish and a Danish, have merged into 

one.» 

https://esensja.pl/muzyka/recenzje/tekst.html?id=28896&fbclid=IwAR3FZDTcZdTsKi2-vf-KnM8Qe8BzPtRf5EIfKT8yzhNdZPdQk_aoPGI2gvA

(CZ)
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«...This trance music can simply hypnotize and propel the 
listener’s mind into orbit around the earth. The bearer of 
these ecstatic musico tricks is not only the leader himself. 
Trumpet player Goran Kajfeš, born in Sweden, attracts
especially the attention. And without the enthusiasm of 
Swedish keyboardist Jesper Nordenström and Danish 
drummer Stefan Pasborg, this would not have been 

possible either.»

(CZ)
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«...of extraordinary force. 
A fusion of absolute natural.»  

(CZ)

https://www.magazinuni.cz/hudba/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/
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(CZ)

https://vltava.rozhlas.cz/kubanske-rytmy-z-parize-i-sanson-z-alziru-hudebni-fuze-napric-kontinenty-8271896
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(CZ)

https://hudba.proglas.cz/noklasik/world-music/majid-bekkas-z-maroka-v-poradu-trikrat-z-proglasu/



Rivageautre

(BR)

https://www.camara.leg.br/radio/programas/683446-o-jazz-ritualistico-de-majid-bekkas/
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«...All the essential ingredients for ethnic 
fusion are there. The result?

A wonderful moment.»

https://diskoryxeion.blogspot.com/2020/02/majid-bekkas-iiro-rantalaviktoria.html?m=1&fbclid=IwAR0JINcdjQZYitW9CXYTwppDaDK2VcHQkbPB7FgYhiCiQslBiCLuulML1r

(GR)
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«An album so colorful that these explosions of musical 
sound become immediately addictive.»

(NL)
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«Bekkas knows how to evoke the sensual atmosphere 
of the desert and sometimes gives it its own almost 

psychedelic touch accompanied by the Swedish-Croatian 
trumpeter Kajfeš, who plays an important role in their 

different duets»

(NL)

https://www.jazzism.nl/recensies/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/
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«This is truly global music that should be listened to by 
all citizens of the world, music lovers. The way Gnawa 
music combines with the high power of Scandinavian 

jazz in this 4tet is truly fascinating and furiously 
groovy.»

(NO)

Jazz Nytt
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«Goran Kajfeš, Jesper Nordenström, Majid Bekkas 
and Stefan Pasborg create unique music»

https://www.nettavisen.no/livsstil/anmeldelse-majid-bekkas---magic-spirit-quartet/3423924225.htm

(NO)
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«A record that makes its strengths the narrative force, 
the explosive sound crescendo (Aicha) and the perfect 
amalgam of the combo. All of this, of course, thanks to 
a historical journey full of charm and mystery, which 
reminds us of the true starting point of jazz: Africa».

(IT)
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« Magic Spirit Quartet is an excellent jazz record and an 
excellent world record. … a unique and precious gem in 

the musical panorama »

(IT)

https://www.blogfoolk.com/2020/04/majid-bakkas-magic-spirit-quartet-act.html
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«...You can only say of the Magic Spirit Quartet that it is 
joyfully surprising and even addictive.»

(SP)
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Top 20
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      CPL-Music 
14. Gwendoline Absalon · Vangasay · Ting Bang 
15. Manhu · Voices of the Sani · Riverboat / World Music  
      Network 
16. Lakou Mizik · HaitiaNola · Cumbancha 
17. Sinafi Trio · Iho · Kalan Müzik 
18. Majid Bekkas · Magic Spirit Quartet · ACT Music + Vision 
19. V.A. · Léve Léve: São Tomé & Príncipe Sounds 70s-80s ·  
      Les Disques Bongo Joe 
20. Naïssam Jalal · Om al Aagayeb · Les Couleurs du Son 
21. Frank Yamma · Tjukurpa: The Story & The Kulila Project ·  
      Wantok Musik 

22. Petroloukas Halkias & Vasilis Kostas · The Soul of  
      Epirus · Artway-Technotropon 
23. Yukihiro Atsumi · Kachofugetsu · Nippon Note 
24. Zenobia · Halak Halak · Crammed Discs 
25. Mehmet Polat & Embracing Colours · Quantum Leap ·  
      Audiomaze / Aftab 
26. Susanne Lundeng, Nils-Olav Johansen, Erik Nylander ·  
      Hold dæ på vingan · Heilo / Grappa Musikkforlag 
27. The Yandong Grand Singers · Everyone Listen Close /  
      Wanp-Wanp Jangl Kap · Pan 
28. Oreka TX · Koklea · Txalap.Art 
29. Blato Zlato · In the Wake · Blato Zlato 
30. Duble Salih · Çifte Çifte · Duble Salih 
31. Electric Vocuhila · Palaces · Capsul Collectif 
32. Gyedu-Blay Ambolley · 11th Street, Sekondi · Agogo 
33. Yasak Helva · Rektefe · Yasak Helva 
34. Kefaya & Elaha Soroor · Songs of Our Mothers · Bella  
      Union 
35. YKBand · Árcaron – Under Twin Moons I – The Rise of a  
      Myth · YKBand 
36. Dario Muci, Enza Pagliara, Emanuele Licci, Roberto  
      Licci · Suddissimo · Nauna Cantieri Musicali 
37. Amsterdam Klezmer Band · Fortuna · Vetnasj 
38. Vedan Kolod · Wild Games · CPL-Music 
39. Mah Damba · Hakili Kélé · Buda Musique 
40. John Mclaughlin, Shankar Mahadevan, Zakir Hussain ·  
      Is that So? · Abstract Logix 

MARCH 2020 

(SP)
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*Album of the week 
«It is world music, or is it jazz ? Who cares about 
genre definitions when the results are so exciting.»

(UK)



Rivageautre

Scandinavia meets North Africa in this
truly stunning album. The origins of
Gnawa music have never been fully
explained, but it is claimed that slaves from
Mali, Niger or Ghana were trafficked to
Morocco, where their culture was
preserved in night-long rituals called Iila,
ceremonies during which diseases were
healed. That could explain the almost
tribal, ritual, mystic and trance-like
qualities that ooze from this music.
Bekkas is one of the most exciting stars of 
Gnawa, and it’s easy to understand why on
this album. His vocals are powerful, haun-
ting and build to a ferocious intensity that is

hypnotic when the songs reach their climax. The opening track, Aicha, starts with a
wash of trumpet from Kajfes, driven on with hypnotic guitar and slowly develops into
something with tremendous power over the 12 minutes of its lifespan. There is
something religious about this, with call and response vocals erupting into a dervishlike
finish that is breathtaking.
Further tracks display similar virtuosity and drama. Funk, dance and psychedelia all
inform the structure and mood of the songs, some based on traditional Gnawa music,
with two additional tracks composed by Bekkas that fit seamlessly with the rest of the
album.
Almost an hour of this just doesn’t feel like enough, as it is easy to get swept along by
the energy and drive of the performances. If Tomasz Stanko and The Doors had got
together in the studio, some of the results would have sounded like this. “You’ve
never heard anything like this” is an over-used phrase in music reviews. But trust me,
with Magic Spirit Quartet, you haven’t. Mesmerising and unmissable.

5*****
«If Tomasz Stanko and The Doors had got together in the 
studio, some of the results would have sounded like this. 
“You’ve never heard anything like this” is an over-used 

phrase in music reviews. But trust me, with Magic Spirit 
Quartet, you haven’t. Mesmerising and unmissable.» 

(UK)

Jazz Journal
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5*****

(UK)
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*Album of the month
«Categorisation seems increasingly ess important than 

the vibrant interplay, seductive sonorities and entrancing 
atmosphere of this music»

(UK)
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(UK)

*The hot 10 from JazzFM
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«Majid Bekkas brings a sweeping, spiritual jazz outlook 
to his Gnawa music. His earthly voice is captivating 

and his collaboration with trumpeter Goran Kajfeš is 
an cross-cultural delight.

*Album of the month

(UK)
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(UK)
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(UK)«...Kajfeš, seems utterly at home with the Arabic 
modalities of the gnawa, and more than holds 

his own with the bandleader, particulalry on the 
dramatic entrancing

-Mrhaba-»
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(UK)
 Highly recommended.

«Fusion; World Music; Gnawa meets Scandi-Jazz: call 
this music what you like, but as a certain Mr Ellington 
once remarked, there are only two types of music – good 

and the other kind, and this album most definitely 
belongs to the former.»

https://www.jazzviews.net/majid-bekkas---magic-spirit-quartet.html
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*Album of the week 

(UK)

https://worldwidefm.net/album-of-the-week-13-16-january/
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Live at UMEÅ Jazz Festival – 25.10.19
«...Most likely the best concert of the festival...

All-Star affairs of this kind don’t always gel, but there 
is a match-winning chemistry between the players than 

enhances their excellent material.» 

https://www.jazzwise.com/review/article/cadotsch-killing-it-softly-at-umea?fbclid=IwAR3DT6j7H8zxLuMoQWd6PtYGkMjT9XWneLzuBgfJf2EgROXCYj5_wExma0

(UK)
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 BBC Radio 3 
28th February 2020 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 BBC Radio 6Music 
21st January 2020 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“What a gorgeous tune” – Tom Ravenscorft  

 BBC Radio 6Music 
7th February 2020 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(UK)

«What a genius title!»
 - Hannabi -



Rivageautre

*4/5
«…There is real passion here, and I have  no doubt 

this will go down as one of the best releases of 2020 in 
the greater world of jazz»

«Mysterious, sensual, uplifting… Magic Spirit 
Quartet is a magic ride»

https://rateyourmusic.com/release/album/majid-bekkas-goran-kajfes-jesper-nordenstrom-stefan-pasborg/magic-spirit-quartet/

(US)Rateyourmusic.com
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(US)The Best Long-Players of 2020 So Far
2020 (January 1 – April 30): «A Bad Time for Most 

Anything But Music»

https://livingtolisten.blog/category/best-of-lists/
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(US)« … some super solid jazz 
with a great drive »

https://everythingisnoise.net/features/the-noise-of-january-2020/
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(US)
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« This is the best album 
that I’ve ever heard in my entire life »

https://www.sputnikmusic.com/soundoff.php?albumid=356949#a
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(US)

*Top 20 World Music Charts Europe May 2020
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*Top 10
«… the strongest moments occur when the quartet focus 

on a repetitive, vibrant groove»

(UE)


