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«The Magic Spirit Quartet is obviously one of those bushy, (FR)
Dionysian albums. In fact, it sounds even more like it’s
doubly part of them. Because in addition to the intense

spiritual trip to which it invites, it also and above all
presents itself as a transcontinental alliance between the

North Africa of the Gnawas and the boreal Europe of the

Scandinavians.

... Everything that the Magic Spirit Quartet convokes
as spirits: the psychedelicism of the Doors (incredible —
Hassania-), the afro-futurism of Sun Ra (the bewitching
solo of Moog’s no less bewitching -Chahia Taiba-), the
afrobeat of Fela (magnificently mixed with Gnawa
lines on -Mrhaba-) or the spiritual jazz a la Pharoah
Sanders on the unbelievable opening track, -Aicha-,
(twelve minutes which alone justify the purchase of this
record)»...

https/fwww.le-grigricom/disques/2020/4/6/majid-bekkas-magicspiritquarte .
t?fbclid=IWwARIOOKIMuI9w988aPuRhmg3dazvieXrEtqTDGNIsUI47L.Cfcqi7TOg5NNAQ



(FR)

Une improvisation glorieuse, des polyrythmies croustillantes, une collision
naturelle entre I'électronique et la spiritualité - tout cela et bien plus encore se
retrouve dans ce rapprochement passionnant des continents et des siécles.

Banzzai - La playlist de Nathalie Piolé — 25.02.20 - Magic Spirit Quartet : Annabi

https.//imww.francemusique.fr/lemissions/banzzai/tout-peut-arriver-perrine-mansuy-chet-baker-ahmad-jamalmomo-wandel-sourmah-and-more-81054

Banzzai - La playlist de Nathalie Piolé —13.02.20 — Magic Spirit Quartet : Bania

https/ivww.francemusique.friemissions/banzzaifen-route-marva-w-taylor-paul-lay-karim-ziad-george-bensonsonny-clark-and-more-80619
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Les Albums de 2020

http./fvww.musiclodge.fr/2020/02/les-albums-de-2020.htm| t ’
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Action Jazz - Gazette Bleue
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https.//www.rythmes-croises.org/mayjid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/
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https/iwvww.gibert.com/magic-spirit-quartet-11574653.html t :
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https.//wwwifip.friemissions/club-jazzafip/club-jazzafip-du-dimanche-26-janvier-2020-17453
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https;//www.rootstime.be/index.htmi?http;/www.rootstime.be/CD%20REVIEUW/2020/FEBI/CD26.html
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UN SEUL
MONDE

https./imww.eine-welt.ch/fr/2020/edition-3/service?highlight=magic%20spirit%20quartet t ’
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Grand maitre des cordes, Majid Bekkas fait vibrer toutes ses cordes, celles de son oud, de sa guitare, et surtout
celle de son magique guembri... un vent chaud qui vient €branler tout le cordage de ce navire nordique en
eaux marocaines, du grelin damarrage aux haubans qui tendent le mat au bastingage. Des cordes qui égalent
a caresser avec douceur les variations subtiles du minimalisme scandinave, qu'a s'emballer dans un grand
tournoiement antigue, ou elles résonnent comme une main qui claque la peau tendue dun formidable
tambour.

Et de tambour, aussi, il en est question sur ce disque qui vient de paraitre chez ACT. Stefan Pasborg. aux
commandes de ses percussions, incise avec sa batterie, louvoie entre les tonalités de ses gongs, et danse au
cceur des variations subtiles du rythme du gnawa.

Un grand bal de rythmes et de cordes, de sons et de transe, dans lequel Jesper Nordenstrom et Goran Kajfes
plonge, clavier et pavillon en avant ! lls carillonnent, soufflent, montent, tapent, glissent, montent et
descendent, reprennent leur souffle, se font happer, avant d'aspirer vers les cieux cette curieuse echappée qui
relie le nord et le sud, la Scandinavie et I'Afrique, le temps du cri splendide d'une trompette, d'une montee de
pianc aux accents électriques !

Cest beau, hypnotigue, et intense... la transe du Magic Spirit Quartet s'invite dans vos oreilles avec ce disque
sublime de Majid Bekkas et ses acolytes... ne ratez pas ce moment !

http./djolo.net/magic-spirit-quartet-majid-bekkas-entre-transe/?fbclid=IwAR2dmwSYhnI9nRDysTYI3AOVO6U7HI55409f3 WCnD—9yaOCoOSKZS‘ ’
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MUsica Terra

https./musica-terra.com/2020/03/30/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet t ’
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*Album of the week
(DE)

«This quartet succeeds with ecstasy the incredible
balance between Nordic jazz and Gnawa songs, oud,
guembri and synthesizers, powerful improvisations and
gentle melodies.»

Majid Bekkas ist in diese Welt hineingeboren worden, er spielt die Guembri - jene
Laute, die den Gnawa-Ritualen ihren Puls gibt. Er hat die alten Themen in seiner
Heimatstadt Sale studiert beim Gnawa-Meister Ba Houmane. Doch er hat diese
reiche Tradition auch immer in die Neuzeit hinliberretten wollen: Bekkas spielte in
Rockbands, er lud Kinstler wie Peter Britzmann und Louis Sclavis zu seinem
Festival in Rabat ein, spielte mit dem Armenier Djivan Gasparyan und verbindete
sich schliefilich 2006 mit Joachim Kihn und Ramdn Lopez: Drei Alben des Trios
sind seither erschienen. Und jetzt fiihrte den 63-Jahrigen ein neuver Pfad nach
Schweden. Wo er in Goran Kajfes (Trompete), Jesper Nordenstrém (Keyboards) und
Stefan Pasborg (Schlagzeug) Mitstreiter filr sein "Magic Spirit Quartet” gefunden
hat.

Fusion im besten Sinne

Und diesem Quartett gelingt nun auf seinem Debiit eine erstaunliche
Gratwanderung: Nordischer Jazz trifft auf Gnawa-Gesange, Oud und Guembri auf
Synthesizer, kraftvolle Improvisationen auf zértliche Melodik. Und wer die den oft
stundenlangen Gnawa-Ritualen innewohnende Ekstase, den Ubergang zur Trance
héren will, der ist beim Finale des einleitenden “Aisha® richtig, denn hier schrauben
sich die vier Musiker hiher und héher - angefeuert noch durch die Stimmen des
Gnawa-Meisters Mohamed Chaouki und seiner Familie in Majid Bekkas Heimatstadt
Sale. "Hassania" schldgt eine Briicke zum Wistenblues von Tinariwen und
Tamikrest, wahrend sich im betérenden "Annabi® Kajfes Trompete und Bekkas
Stimme umspielen.

Dieses Magic Spirit Quartet ist Fusion im besten Sinne - und um die geht's Bekkas
und nicht um mehr orientalische Exotik filr den Okzident: "Wir kinnen in der Ferne
die Spiritualitdt des Gnawa verlieren. Doch diese Spiritualitat ist das
Entscheidende in unserer Musik. Wir miissen daher auch duflerst vorsichtig sein,
wenn wir von Fusion sprechen, wir miissen uns intensiv mit den anderen Kulturen t .
beschaftigen, bevor wir beginnen, sie mit Gnawa zusammenzubringen.”
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Good Times
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Jazzpodium

MAJID BEKKAS
MAGIC SPIRIT QUARTET
ACT

Nicht wenige Begegnungen
zwischen ethnischer Musik und
anderan Genres wirken erzwun-
gen und kinstlerisch unbefrie-
digend. Doch wenn der 1957
geborene marokkanische San-
ger und Instrumentalist Majid
Bekkas — der in rituelle Gna-
wa-Musik singewiesen wurde
und sich doneben auch in an-
deren Genres wie Rock und
Jozz sicher bewegt - im Magic
Spirit Quartet auf drei Stilgren-
zen uberschreitende Skandina-
vier trifft, dann darf von einer
getungenen Kollaboration und
Fusion gesprochan werden.
Bekkas (Vocals, Guembri, Oud,
E-Gitarre), die beiden Schwe-
dan Goran Kajfes (Trompete,
Perkussion) und Jesper Morden-
strém (Piano, Keyboards) sowie
der Déne Stefan Pasborg
(Drums, Perkussion) vereinen
mit viel Empathie den Tran-
ce-Charakter, die Grooves der
Gnawa-Musik mit einem kli-
scheefernen (Electric-) Jozz.
Traditionelle Musik wurde (bri-
gens bel vier von insgesomt sfe-
ben Tracks dieses Albums nau
arrangiert, Bekkas gefallt mit
seclenvollen Vocals ebanso wie
mit seinen Beitragen auf der
Bosslaute Guembri oder der
Oud. Kajfes bldst eine biegsa-
me, auch hin und wieder via
Elektronik manipulierte Trompe-
te, withrend Nordenstrém an
Piano, Orgel und Synthesizern
geschmachkvolle, unverbrauchte
Sounds ins Geschehen integ-
riert und Pasborg sich als fein-
sinniger und wendigar Rbythmi-
ker zu erkennen gibt. Dos Magic
Spirit Quartet beaindruckt mit
einem organischen, ungetribten
Ensemble-Klang, mit simmiger
Balance und Kammunikation, t :
UDO ANDRIS e
ge



(DE)

Nicht wenige Begegnungen zwischen ethnischer Musik und anderen
musikalischen Genres verlaufen kiinstlerisch unbefriedigend. Doch wenn der
1957 geborene marokkanische Sanger und Instrumentalist Majid Bekkas — der in
rituelle Gnawa-Musik eingewiesen wurde und sich auch sicher in anderen
Bereichen wie Rock und Jazz bewegt — im Magic Spirit Quartet auf drei ebenfalls
die Stilgrenzen tiberschreitenden Skandinavier trifft, dann darf von einer
gelungenen Kollaboration gesprochen werden. Majid Bekkas, die Schweden
Goran Kajfes, Jesper Nordenstrom, sowie der Didne Stefan Pasborg vereinen mit
viel Empathie den Trance-Charakter, die Grooves der Gnawa-Musik mit einem
klischeefernen (Electric-)Jazz. Vier der sieben Tracks sind neu arrangierte
traditionelle Musik. Bekkas gefillt mit seelenvollem Gesang und seinem Spiel auf
der Basslaute Guembri oder der Oud. Kajfes blast eine hochbewegliche, hin und
wieder via Elekronik manipulierte Trompete, wihrend Nordenstrém an Piano,
Orgel und Synthesizern unverbrauchte Sounds integriert und Stefan Pasborg sich
als wendiger Rhythmiker zu erkennen gibt: Das Magic Spirit Quartet tiberzeugt
mit stimmiger Balance und Kommunikation.
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https.//imww.lufthansa-inflightentertainment.com/en/audio/details/3729 t ’
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https./jazznyt.blogspot.com/2020/07/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet-act. htm|?fbclid=IWwARIDKLSFSISCw3YleMvNUIcrMtZnJdyZITZLVwWI3PZCTzoWmoachUfSoFkg t ’
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Concerto
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https//www.agora.at/hews/detail/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet t ’
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5 / kK Kk
«An aura of trance has spread so much throughout the
band that it’s difficult to distinguish between ‘southern’
and ‘northern’ sounds because the weaving of the sounds
has been so well integrated. Whether it is the dialogues
of Bekkas’ deep voice and Kajfes’ radiant trumpet, or
whether the narration is led by the whole quartet - an
unusual aura emanates from this musical alchemy».

(PL)

Audio.com
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https://longp/oyrecenzje,blogspotcom/ZOZO/OZ/majid-bekkas—mag/'c—spirit—quortet-ZOZO,html?fbclid:IWAROM7sc/vloB/EOOPe7_qCOLN/_idD/RSx2\/ig_dprOcZQ?—-th/\/DTKgA‘F ’
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*Best of 2020
«I fell on this album by chance and it’s possible that this is
one of the most important this year.
This is an album I warmly recommend not only to fans of
Jjazz atmospheres or lovers of world music, but also to fans

of psychedelic folk-rock, of which there is no shortage here.»

https.//muzycznyzbawicielswiata.blogspot.com/2020/04/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet-2020.htm/

(PL)
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Coup de Coeur ¥
«Magic Spirit Quartet is made up of four truly original
musicians at different points of
who have created a hybrid music that is certainly

distinctive, and just released in January, the album is
already considered one of the best albums of 2020.»

LIRA

(SE)
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(SE)

Orkesterjournalen



(SE)

Vi ma innrgmme at vi ikke rakk over alt, men jeg tror vi fikk med oss det vi burde fa med oss av
hgydepunkter. Og vi startet med Magic Spirit Quartet, med guimbrespilleren og vokalisten
Majid Bekkas, trompeteren og perkusjonisten Goran Kajfes, keyboardisten Jesper
Nordenstrgm og trommeslageren Stefan Pasborg. Vi har hgrt kvartetten béade i Jazzhus
Montmartre i Kgbenhavn og pa Nattjazz i Bergen i 2018 (anmeldelsen fra Bergen kan leses HER).
Sé vi fglte vel at vi hadde god grunn til kunne se utviklingen fra de forste konsertene de gjorde
sammen og fram til na, hvor de ogsa har fatt tid til & besgke studio for & lage plate, som kommer
om en stund.

Majid Bekkas kommer fra Marocco og regnes som en mester pd det gitarlignende instrumentet
guimbre. I tillegg synger han med en insisterende og flott stemme. Trompeteren Goran Kajfes
kjenner vi fra flere slike litt «eksotiske» sammensetninger, pluss det utmerkede bandet Nacka
Forum, mens Jesper Nordenstrgm er en mester pd keyboards i mange sammenhenger, serlig
innenfor det musikalske landskapet vi mgter her, og Stefan Pasborg er den fadte trommeslager i
slike settinger. Hans trommespill er s@rpreget pd grunn av hans energi, som fungerer i de fleste
sammenhenger, i sipass forskjellige konstellasjoner som Ibrahim Electric, med Carsten Dahl
Trinity-band og med mer soulrettede prosjekter, eller i samspill med gudfar Alex Riel.

Og sammen er de fire dynamitt. Med utgangspunkt i Bekkas folkemusikk fra Nord-Afrika,
bringerde tre andre nye elemter inn som preges av groove og mer moderne former. Og her
kommer Kajfes’ fine, litt Miles Davis-aktige trompetspill inn, som et forfriskende element.
Publikum i Studion elsket denne konserten, og som en start pa en lang kveld, hadde arranggrene
lagt listen svart hgyt.
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FULA FULA ORD

Programforklaringen lyder att de spelar musik som landar i
grinslandet mellan "traditionell marockansk gnawamusik, dkenblues,
psykedelisk rock och europeisk jazz". I teorin kan det verka krangligt
att fi ihop. Resultatet dr i alla fall en helt egen och unik upplevelse.
Faktiskt olikt allt annat jag hort. Det gir, recensionen till trots, inte att
beskriva musiken i ord. Mer #n att det upprepade ginger under
konserten kinns som att hjirnan poppar popcorn och liter hjartat ta
over. Ar litarna tre eller 30 minuter? Nir bytte de ackord senast? HAR
de bytt ackord? Varfor rycker det si mycket i benen? Var kommer
finleendet i frAn? Varfor kinns inte alla konserter si hir mycket? Ar
det redan paus?

Bekkas spelar bas pd sin guembri, oftast smd korta fraser som
upprepas. Nordstrom hénger ibland pd med samma lilla slinga. De
skulle kunna bli enformiga, men resultatet dr litt hypnotiskt. Det
repetitiva rubbar tidsuppfattningen. Pasborg dr en trummis med
kinsla for nyanser och stimning, spelar det laten behover. Driver pi.
Kajfes trumpet tar ibland téten, ibland spelar han congas. Solon &r
precis s linga som de behover vara. Det giller for Gvrigt samtliga. Till
och med trumsolot kiinns som en naturlig del av konserten. Inte illa.

Andra akten bérjar med att solen ldngsamt gir upp dver horisonten i
Sahara innan rytmen rullar igdng. Singen pa arabiska (kanske) och
amazigh (dubbelkanske) blir ett instrument bland de andra.

Magic Spirit Quartet skapar en rytmisk, lyhord, bitvis euforisk och
viarmande upplevelse en blisig och regnig lordag i Alvesta. Tack och
vilkomna dter. Sjunde mars blir det Torbjorn Zetterberg & Den
Stora Fragan.

https:/fulafulaord.blogspot.com/2020/03/konsertrecension-magic-spirit-quartet.htm! t ’
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https./sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/1529094
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https:/fesensja.pl/muzyka/recenzje/tekst.htmi?id=28896&fbclid=IWwAR3FZDTcZd TsKi2-vi-KnM8Qe8BzPtR5EIfKT8yzhNdZPdQk_aoPGI2gvA t ’

RitHgE



(C2)

t .

RitHgE



(C2)

I\

KULTURNI MAGAZIN

https//www.magazinuni.cz/hudba/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/ t ’
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https./Nitava.rozhlas.cz/kubanske-rytmy-z-parize-i-sanson-z-alziru-hudebni-fuze-napric-kontinenty-8271896
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https://hudba.proglas.cz/noklasik/world-music/majid-bekkas-z-maroka-v-poradu-trikrat-z-proglasu/ t ’
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https/fwww.camara.leg.br/fadio/orogramas/683446-o-jazz-ritualistico-de-majid-bekkas/

(BR)



(GR)

https./diskoryxeion.blogspot.com/2020/02/majid-bekkas-iiro-rantalaviktoria.html?m=18fbclid=IwAROIINcdjQZYit WICXYTi prDaDKZVCHkaPB7FgYhiCiQsIB/CLuu/N‘7 ’
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https.//;www,jazzism.nlfrecensies/majid-bekkas-magic-spirit-quartet/ t ’
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Jazz Nytt



«Goran Kajfes, Jesper Nordenstrom, Majid Bekkas
and Stefan Pasborg create unique music»

Nettavisen

Goran Kajfes, Jesper Nordanstrim, Majid Bekkas og Stefan Pasborg skaper unik

musikk

https.//www.nettavisen.no/livsstil/anmeldelse-majid-bekkas---magic-spirit-quartet/3423924225 htm

(NO)
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«A record that makes its strengths the narrative force, (M)
the explosive sound crescendo (Aicha) and the perfect
amalgam of the combo. All of this, of course, thanks to
a historical journey full of charm and mystery, which
reminds us of the true starting point of jazz: Africa».

Spesso accade che ci si debba chiedere: cosa ci fanno un musicista marocchino, due svedesi e
un danese insieme? Fortunatamente, questa domanda ricorre sempre pill spesso: sinergie?
Sinestesie? Sicuramente la musica che qui scorre é ricca di fascino e di storia: sette brani che,
all’ombra delle stesse fronde, riparano il predicato nordeuropeo e quello arabo-magrebino.
Bekkas € un «gran maestro» della chitarra classica (ma qui lo si ascolta con quella elettrica),
nonché dell’oud e della chitarra dello Gnawa, alias il guembri. La sua voce, aspra, sprezzante
intona la cantillazione come i migliori griot. E qui, con il quartetto mette mano alla tradizione
del popolo Gnawa, cimentandosi anche con due composizioni a sua firma: Hassania, dove il
blues & sottinteso nelle pennellate alla chitarra elettrica, e nelle intonazioni ispaniche di
Chahia Taiba, impreziosite dal tocco melodico, latina di Kajfes. Un disco che fa della forza
narrativa, del crescendo sonoro dirompente (Aicha) e della perfetta amalgama del combo, i
suoi punti di forza. Il tutto, ovviamente, grazie a un percorso storico ricco di fascino e
mistero, che ci ricorda il vero punto di partenza del jazz: I’ Africa. Non mancano passaggi di
afro-funk (Bania) e di blues subsahriano (Daymallah). Insomma, qui c¢’é un significativo
pezzo di storia della musica, tutta da ascoltare.

Alceste Ayroldi
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farme, nomi e dimensioni in una grandissima porzione di Africa, diffusosi in millenni di viaggi
dallAntico Egitto. Bekkas & raggiunto da un trio di fuoriclasse scandinavi: Goran Kajfes alla
tromba, Jasper Nordenstrom al piano e alle tastiere, e Stefan Pasborg alla batteria e ai gong. Il
disco alterna momenti pill esteticamente Gnawa ed Arabi, dove comandano il guembri o l'oud,
atmosfere rilassate e tendenti allambient del jazz contemporaneo e sapori fusion alla Weather
Report e Miles Davis. Con ben dodici minuti di durata, "Aicha” introduce il disco e favorisce le
presentazioni fra i due stilerni con unalternanza che awicing | due mondi grazie
allimprovvisazione. “Bania” si apre con un groove intenso di batteria e guembri che ricorda la
batteria di Capiozzo ed il basso di Tavolazzi dei primi Area, ma che si sviluppa poi in ritmiche in
6/8 tipicamente Gnawa. Fill calma & “Annabi”, che sembra quasi voler ingannare l'ascoltatore con
toni che ricalcano la parentela Gnawa con la musica del Mali, Toni pid jazzati dominano invece
"MSQ" dove comanda senza dubbio la tromba di Kajfes, sorretta da un accompagnamento
sostenuto e coinvolgente, “Magic Spirit Quartet” & un ottimo disco jazz e un ottimo disco world. |
due mondi sl bilanciano perfettamente concedendosi F'un Faltro | giustl spazi espressivi. Non
mancano momenti di splendore individuale per ognuno degli strumenti, che collaborano come
una macchina ben oliata alla creazione di occasioni di vicendevole supporto. Un‘interessantissima
aggiunta alla discografia jazz con radici salde nella musica Nord Africana e Medio Orientale, resa
speciale dalla sua spiccata connessione con la tradizione Gnawa, una gemma unica e preziosa nel
panorama musicale della zona,

https;//www.blogfoolk.com/2020/04/majid-bakkas-magic-spirit-quartet-act.html

(IM
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Los siete termas que componen este ‘Magic Spirit Quartet’ estan
fuertemente impregnados de trance, ritual, misticismo y psicodelia.
Cuatro de Los temas son composiciones tradicionales gnawa (hay gue
disfrutar con ‘Aicha; el tema que abre el disco y que también te abre
a la misica que contiene el disco), dos son composiciones de Majid
Bekkas y una ‘MSQ; que cierra el disco, es una composicién de todos
los miembros del grupo.

Mo deja de ser llamative también que la misica que propone Majid
Bekkas tenga una fuerte relacidn con la que practica Nils Petter
Molvaer o la que hizo, hace ya anos, Bugge Wesseltoff. Acaso por eso
los tres miembros restantes de la banda son de origen nérdico.

Dejar de leer ya y disfrutar de lamisica de Majid Bekkas y su Magic

Spirit Quartet. t

"IC.M R.autre
ivage



Top 20

(SP)

MARCH 2020

Aynur - Hed(r / Solace of Time - The Orchard / Dreyer & Gaido

2. Lina_Raiil Refree - Lina_Ralil Refree - Glitterbeat
3. Antibalas - Fu Chronicles - Daptone
4. Asmaa Hamzaoui & Bnat Timbouktou - Oulad Lghaba -
Ajabu!
5. Nelia Safaie - Songs from Lands of Silence - Kirkelig
Kulturverksted
6. Sam Lee - Old Wow - Cooking Vinyl
7. Ballaké Sissoko & Baba Sissoko - Sissoko & Sissoko -
Homerecords.be
8. Maria Mazzotta - Amoreamaro - Agualoca
9. Evritiki Zygia - Ormenion - Teranga Beat
10. Roberto Fonseca - Yesun - Mack Avenue
11. Les Amazones d’Afrique - Amazones Power - Real World
12. Aziza Brahim - Sahari - Glitterbeat
13. Tautumeitas - Dziesmas no Aulejas / Songs from Auleja -
CPL-Music
14. Gwendoline Absalon - Vangasay - Ting Bang
15. Manhu - Voices of the Sani - Riverboat / World Music
Network
16. Lakou Mizik - HaitiaNola - Cumbancha
17. Sinafi Trio - lho - Kalan Mzik
18. Majid Bekkas - Magic Spirit Quartet - ACT Music + Vision
19. V.A. - Léve Léve: S3o Tomé & Principe Sounds 70s-80s -
Les Disques Bongo Joe
20. Naissam Jalal - Om al Aagayeb - Les Couleurs du Son

21. Frank Yamma - Tjukurpa: The Story & The Kulila Project -

Wantok Musik

22.

23.
24,
25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

Petroloukas Halkias & Vasilis Kostas - The Soul of
Epirus - Artway-Technotropon

Yukihiro Atsumi - Kachofugetsu - Nippon Note
Zenobia - Halak Halak - Crammed Discs

Mehmet Polat & Embracing Colours - Quantum Leap -
Audiomaze / Aftab

Susanne Lundeng, Nils-Olav Johansen, Erik Nylander -
Hold dae pa vingan - Heilo / Grappa Musikkforlag

The Yandong Grand Singers - Everyone Listen Close /
Wanp-Wanp Jangl Kap - Pan

Oreka TX - Koklea - Txalap.Art

Blato Zlato - In the Wake - Blato Zlato

Duble Salih - Cifte Cifte - Duble Salih

Electric Vocubhila - Palaces - Capsul Collectif
Gyedu-Blay Ambolley - 11th Street, Sekondi - Agogo
Yasak Helva - Rektefe - Yasak Helva

Kefaya & Elaha Soroor - Songs of Our Mothers - Bella
Union

YKBand - Arcaron — Under Twin Moons | — The Rise of a
Myth - YKBand

Dario Muci, Enza Pagliara, Emanuele Licci, Roberto
Licci - Suddissimo - Nauna Cantieri Musicali
Amsterdam Klezmer Band - Fortuna - Vetnas;j

Vedan Kolod - Wild Games - CPL-Music

Mah Damba - Hakili Kélé - Buda Musique

John Mclaughlin, Shankar Mahadevan, Zakir Hussain -
Is that So? - Abstract Logix

Founder members and administrators: Araceli Tzigane (ES), Juan Antonio Vazquez (ES), Angel Romero (US)

Current members: Rafael Mieses (DO/US), Luis Rei (PT), Jean Trouillet (DE), Evangeline Kim (US), Willi Klopottek (LU/DE),
Betto Arcos (MX/US), Alejandro Lopez (ES), Jon Kertzer (US), Ken Stowar (CA), Jifi Moravcik (CZ), Mu Qian (CN), Carlos
Ferreira (PT), Anna Rzhevina (RU), Gil Rouvio (IL), Bouna Ndiaye (SN), Kutay Derin Kugay (TR), Robert Gregor (SK), Ponxo
Taifa Angeles (MX), Yatrika Shah-Rais (IR/US), Armen Manukyan (AM), Rolf Beydemiiller (DE), Francois Bensignor (FR),
Cecilia Aguirre (AR/DE), Eleni Ziliaskopoulou (GR), Marija Vitas (RS), Jair Tchong (NL), Enrique Blanc (MX), Tiago Lucas
Garcia (BR), Zekeriya S. Sen (TR), Benjamin Muiiz (PR), Daryana Antipova (RU). Mika Kauhanen (FI), Luisa Pifieros (CO),
Toni Pennacchia (US), Husniddin Ato (UZ), Chen Hanzi (CN), Takuya “"Salam” Unagami (JP), Seth Jordan (AU), Tony Hillier

(US), Chris Heim (US), Ciro De Rosa (IT), Scott Stevens (US), Hendrick T S Foh (MY), Cliff Furnald (US), Rob Weisber:

(AU), Charlie Crooijmans (NL), Nigel Wood (IE), Dore Stein (US), Roger Holdsworth (AU), Madan Rao (IN), Gil Medovoa

(US), Toni Polo (FR/ES), Nicolas Falcoff (AR), Masakazu Kitanaka (JP), Jordi Demésenlla (ES)
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(UK)

Aicha opens unassumingly, with the quartet drifting in and out with scraps of texture,
underpinned by Bekkas's almost bluesy guembri. As Bekkas starts chanting, the various strands
start to coalesce, and the intensity builds steadily until drummer Stefan Pasborg finally breaks the
tension with a groove, an effect that brings to mind Silent Way era Miles Davis, especially with
Goran Kajfed's subtle trumpet tones floating above. The soloists weave an ever more intricate,
psychedelic miasma of sounds, achieving a trance-like state, breaks loose in the final furlong
when the tempo gets faster. By the end of the track it's hard to believe that it's just four people of
creating this glorious noise. Having such a knockout track opening an album is always a gamble,
as it could overpower all else, so the group wisely dials down the intensity several notches for
Hassania, which prominently features Bekkas's woozy guitar lines, with rest of the band creating
distant ambient textures around him. Chahia Taiba features the oud engaging in some soulful
dialogue with Kajfed's trumpet, and Mrhoba is another strong showcase for Kajfes, his
contributions always remaining tuneful even when playing in a more explorative way, and never
losing the grove.

Pashorg's lithe kit work is augmented by discrete timbres from a variety of percussion
instruments, all glued together by the excellent production, able to pull focus from the intimate to
the epic without sounding contrived or overblown {note - this is an album that deserves to be
played at a decent valume to let it fully work its magic). The witty Annabi makes for a welcome
change of pace towards the back end of the record, Jesper Nordenstrom’s delicate piano work
complementing Pasborg's tuned gongs, in a short and sweet divertimenti, before the explosive
M50 ends this enthralling record with another thunderous stomper. Is it world music, or is it jazz?
Wha cares about genre definitions when the results are this exciting, t .
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«If Tomasz Stanko and The Doors had got together in the

studio, some of the results would have sounded like this.
“You'’ve never heard anything like this” is an over-used

phrase in music reviews. But trust me, with Magic Spirit
Quartet, you haven'’t. Mesmerising and unmissable.»

Jazz Journal

Majid Bekkas: Magic Spirit Quartet

By John Adcock - 21 February 2020

Scandinavia meets North Africa in this
truly stunning album. The origins of
Gnawa music have never been fully
explained, but it is claimed that slaves from
Mali, Niger or Ghana were trafficked to
Morocco,  where  their culture  was
preserved in night-long rituals called lila,
ceremonies during which diseases were
healed. That could explain the almost
tribal, ritual, mystic and trance-like
qualities that ooze from this music.
Bekkas is one of the most exciting stars of
Gnawa, and it’s easy to understand why on
this album. His vocals are powerful, haun-
ting and build to a ferocious intensity that is
hypnotic when the songs reach their climax. The opening track, Aicha, starts with a
wash of trumpet from Kajfes, driven on with hypnotic guitar and slowly develops into
something with tremendous power over the 12 minutes of its lifespan. There is
something religious about this, with call and response vocals erupting into a dervishlike
finish that is breathtaking.
Further tracks display similar virtuosity and drama. Funk, dance and psychedelia all
inform the structure and mood of the songs, some based on traditional Gnawa music,
with two additional tracks composed by Bekkas that fit seamlessly with the rest of the
album.
Almost an hour of this just doesn’t feel like enough, as it is easy to get swept along by
the energy and drive of the performances. If Tomasz Stanko and The Doors had got
together in the studio, some of the results would have sounded like this. “You’ve
never heard anything like this” is an over-used phrase in music reviews. But trust me,
with Magic Spirit Quartet, you haven’t. Mesmerising and unmissable.
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https/fvww.,jazzviews.net/majid-bekkas---magic-spirit-quartet. htm/ t ’
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https./worldwidefm.net/album-of-the-week-13-16-january/ t ’
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lazznise

https.//www.jazzwise.com/review/article/cadotsch-killing-it-softly-at-umea ?fbclid=IWAR3DTE]7H8zxL uMoQWAE Pt YCKMTOXWnel zuBgfIf2EgROXCYj5_wExmaO t ’
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“What a gorgeous tune” — Tom Ravenscorft
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Rateyourmusic.com

https;/rateyourmusic.com/release/album/majid-bekkas-goran-kajfes-jesper-nordenstrom-stefan-pasborg/magic-spirit-quartet/ t ’
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Living To Listen

Compact music commentary about
artifacts new and old: I enthuse, I don't
accuse, but I do refuse-to review anything
lukewarm or colder!

Note: Bolded items are new to the ongoing 2020 list.

60. Onipa: We No Be Machine

61. Waxahatchie: Saint Cloud

62. Snotty Nose Rez Kids: Born Deadly (EP)

63. Evan Parker and Paul Lytton: collective calls (revisited) (jubilee)
64. Fire! Orchestra: Actions for Free Jazz Orchestra

65. Majid Bekkas: Magic Spirit Quartet

66. Jan St. Werner and Mark E. Smith: Molocular Mediation
67. Lyra Pramuk: Fountain

68. Shabazz Palaces: The Don of Diamonds

69. John Anderson: Years

70. Natural Child: California Hotel

https:/livingtolisten.blog/category/best-of-lists/ t ’

.autre
Rivage



(US)

https.//everythingisnoise.net/features/the-noise-of-january-2020/ t ’
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Live From The University Of New Mexico

(US)






https/fvww.sputnikmusic.com/soundoff.php?albumid=356949#a t ’
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(UE)

A selection of the hot new music surfacing across the continent this month by the top
European jazz magazines and websites
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